‘Molly Pitcher: Ordinary Yet Extraordinary

The whizzing of cannonballs. The firing of guns. The moaning of patriots. The
impmmcdﬁghnngofHOOOAmenmagamaIOOOOBnmhmldzm This was the Battle of
*"Monmouth.! With a heat index over 110 degrees Fahrenheit, the day-long battle in June, 1778
was unbearable; some soldiers passed out, or even died, from heat exhaustion.” Over this
cacophonous din of ‘cannon fodder came the patriots’ urgent pleas yelling “Molly, Pitcher!
Molly, PITCHER!,” as without the assistance of courageous women bringing water to the troops,
the soldiers would collapse and thetannons would not fire. Water was critical to the success of
the battle—both to quench the thirst of battle-wéary soldiers and to operate the cannons--and
these women ventured throughout the bnttlcf' eld, carrying water to the soldiers while risking
their lives.?

A specific individual named Molly Pitcher likely never existed; rather, history suggests
that thousands of Molly Pitchers supported the American cause. Since Mary and Margaret were
incredibly common names (nearly one in four English women were named Mary), and Molly is a
common nickname of Mary, the name “Molly” was routinely heard requesting water.” These
dedicated women gradually become generically known as Molly Pitcher, similar to “G.1. Joe” or
“Rosie the Riveter.™ Although many women served as Molly Pitchers, each demonstrated
courage, patriotism, and love of country.

Mary Ludwig Hays McCauley is one of the most famous Molly Pitchers.” She wintered
at Valley Forge from 1777-1778, and carried water to soldiers at the Battle of Monmouth in June- -
1778.* During the height of the Battle, Mary’s husband, William Hays, was shot and
incapacitated.” Mary took ter husband's place at the artillery, swabbing the cannon and dealing
heavy casualties to the British.' Witnessing Mary’s courageous efforts on the battlefield,
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Commander Washington promoted her to “Sergeant Molly,” although no official record exists of
that commendation.!" Later, Mary mmvedapenmom"nmarka‘atﬂ;e Monmouth battlefield,
andammumentathcrmvmte o

S Molly%mﬂrwmmmwmhumwhoadﬂedydwnm
a;ppoﬂﬂnAmcrim;imbymgaginginvaﬁommmmﬂnRevohm Women
provided first aid, washed clothes, tended animals, guarded supplies, gave military information,
sewed uniforms, ferried water, and even bore arms." It is estimated that approximately 4,000
wives alone served alongside their fiusbands during the Revolutionary War."* These women
risked their own lives to support the American-¢ause, Without instruction, order, remuneration,
compensation, recognition or praise, Molly Pitcher transcended social customs and societal
norms to serve our country. And these ordinary people, who do something extraordinary,
deserve our appreciation. While all of the names and specific contributions of the innumerable
Molly Pitchers across the colonies will never be known, we nevertheless honor Molly’s selfless
actions over 200 years ago. By answering the call of duty, this iconic heroine represents the
significant contributions of women, largely unreported and undocumented, in the American
Revolution and the enduring place in history Molly Pitcher has earned in representing the
Amecrican woman’s indomitable wartime spirit.
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