.

A Shot that Changed the World:
4 Tfheh;tpactofuxiuton and Cone‘ordontheColnnhl:’ Fight for Independence
BANG. One shot started the war. No one knows who fired first. But, Ralph Waldo
Emerson heralded this pivotal moment in his poem, “Concord Hymn,” as a “shot heard round the
world.™ That shot, fired on Apsil 19, 1775, in Concord, Massachusefts, started s revolution that
would eventually democratize America.* Under command of Massachusetts Military Govemor
General Thomas Gage, British Regulars attempted to seize and destroy stockpiles of
ammunition, supplies, and weapons stored by the Massachusetts Provincial Congress in an
armory near Concord, Massachusetts > Minutemen, led by Captain John Parker, intercepted the
Regulars at Lexington to prevent the theft and control of the American colonies.* Extraordinarily
mismatched, approximately 80 Minutemen faced 700 British Regulars at Lexington.® Chaos
ensued and shots fired.* Thc British fled Lexington and fought Americans in subsequent battles
throughout Middlesex County.” At North Bridge in Concord, approximately 300 Americans
confronted 90 British soldiers and forced a British retreat. That “shot heard round the world” by

the “embattled farmers” at Concord signified a burgeoning revolution--a call to arms and an
upwelling of patriotic sentiment described by Emerson as, “Spirit, that made those heroes dare /
Todiemdluvetheirchild:mﬁee."Byday'smd,BﬁminlostZ? aoldien;An;eriulmt%.’
Whikbchnimﬂysﬁrmi&hw,&acmfﬂlbnﬂuwmimpmm:ﬁ‘;mAmuiMRwﬂnﬁm
because they unified the revolutionary sentiment among the thirteen colonies.

! Emerson, Concord Hymn by Ralph Waldo Emerson - Poems | Academy of American Poets.”
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Pfior to that shot, a higher concentration nf patriots resided in the Middle Colonies in comparison
to the New England and Southern colonies. If American independence were to succeed, it
needed more stipport from all thirteen colonies. Greatly charged with emotion, language, type
set, and even images, the articlee.:‘, broadsides and handbills written about the Lexington and
Concord battles persuasively united the colonists together against the British. Of the 37
newspapers scattered across the 13 colonies, 27 newspapers printed news of the battles and
effectively garnered public support for the American cause.'® For example, the Essex Gazette
identified each dead and wounded soldier by name and attached a memorial pocm that honored
the men for their valiant cfforts and poignantly delivered a resounding call to arms for others to
take up the fight for freedom."” Similarly, Ezekiel Russcll’s Salem Gazette savagely described
the battle in a broadside titled, “4 Bloody Butchery By the British: Or, The Runaway Fight of the
Regulars.” Replete with black borders and images of coffins, this pro-American broadside
further spread anti-British sentiment across the colonics and stoked the swelling cry for
freedom.” 'lhcimpacto}'the Lexington and Concord battles remaincd an important reminder to
patriots of England’s tyranny and oppression of the American colonists.

The overwhelming support for the call to freedom resulting from the battles of Lexington
and Concord singularly served as a ca!nlyst of the American szo‘lhution. In a sense, Emerson’s
“shot heard round the world” truly reverberated throughout the globe. That shot became a call to
arms and an inspiration to ﬁght‘ for American independence.
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